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An ENQUIRY into the Nature 


THE 


INTRODUCTION: 


CONTAINING 


of the tempeſtuous Wind called 
Euroclydon, Acts xxvii. 14. 


* n ed, 9 
a I of but here, &c. * And, 

von I think, the learned world 
< hath generally acquieſced in 


the account given by him of this wind ; but 


I have ſome objections to offer againſt it: for 


by no means can I ſuppoſe that Eurochydm 


was a Point-wind, as the learned Doctor 
makes it to be. My reaſons are as follow. 

A | 1. The 
b. Bris in Phat lat fuenf c 


2 2 Sc 


 cify a Point-Wind ; tho' ſandry authors have 


; InTroDVveruon, 


given us an account of the —— 


of the rb at ite i 


See ver. 12, 13. 

+ Nat. Quzft. v. 16. 
* $ Vid. Arifer. Meteor. lib. 2. 388 
lib. 5. Auk. Gell. lib. 2. cap. 22. &c. 
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lity of the wind, by the term Earochden. 
His words are theſe; There aroſe over-againſt 
te it (5.e.Crete) a tempeſtuous or typhonic wind 
« call'd Exrochden ; that is, as I take it, on 
te the account of its nature. 

4. The circumſtances of the ſtory ſeem to 
prove, beyond diſpute, that Eurucham cannot 
Se Becauſe, in the courſe 
of the ſtorm, the wind appears not to have 
blown uniformly from any one point of the 
to another, in the manner of an hurricane. 
For without the leaſt notice taken of the ri 
2 W ONTO 


n The like cir- 
cumſtanee is deſcrib'd by the poet. 

| E75 # Inffuas erden (aac debpuarr, kr. 

During which time the ſhip could hold no ſtreight courſe. 
Ot dp d wx tu3uPpopucr, i. e. venti enim diri ſeu perni- 
| I, | 


ſwaded that Eurochdon is no proper name of 


| cd or hook the farm in the 


nan. 


4 In T RODwVöcr ron. 
flag into the quick-fands, aenibix w hs 
apprehenſions they once entertained, . or 


what poſhbility there was of their arriving 
at Melita, where at laſt they landed. : 


Upon theſe conſiderations I am fully per- 


a Point-wind ; nor am I altogether fingular 
in this opinion. It ſignifies no more, as I 


apprehend, than a great hurricane, or totna- 
do ; which notion agrees with the whirling 
nature of a fyphonic wind. 5 And this ex- 
plains the meaning of that expreſſion, when 
< the ſhip was caught, || and could not bear up 


cc face, 


+ Chap. xxviii. 1. Quod fi etiam fuit hic ventus Baro- 
aquilo, ab Italia certe arcebat, ac mirum eſt non fuiſſe navim 


Africa littoribus impactam. Beza in loc. 


F Concerning the wind called, Typho, 4rifotle obſerves ; 
Th ai xnices Spiget, &c. Meteor. lib. 3. cap. 1. Op. Wy. 
pg 446. 


I Ver. 15. ouneprdelſes, a proper term to denote the 


overpowering force of a typhonic wind. 
| —— Hara Ydp ounaprdgas = 
deb mas Bima. Sophocl. Electra. 
B road Kogroagabraad. 
wer, hit. ib. rt. 


| + Vid. Scheffer de milit. Naval. lib. 3. cap. 1. 
9 Ariſtot. Meteor. lib. 2. cap. 6. 
1 r V+ — Sence. Frag, 


Cl «nt 


—_— — 
= 


INTRODUCTION, 


ö 


nan. © 


after; e 


re at em rnb for, 
Au now the caſt the foaming floods obey, 


Thus the four cardinal winds are repre- 


| ſented as forming, in their turn, one conti- 


nued ſtorm. F If it be objected, this is not 


tion; I anſwer, it is the property of good 
poets to copy after nature, And let me add, 
the ſame natural image occurs in the facred 


writings, where mention is made of the four 


winds of heaven ſtriving on the great ſea. j 

Having now propoſed my opinion con- 
222 — of the tempeſtuous, of 
typhonic 


Sinks. Given.» e 


E 37, &c. Lycophr. ver. $084. nn. 


& 'Fheom. in loc. p. 119. 


end wo hein davizuaen t\fioa Sviraagys, &c. 
F Pope. 


ee rage rea, 
Euſtath. in loc. 


[Os 


e e 


Aud now the weſt wind whirles it ver the ſea. + 


— 
8 p I. + 


wind Euroc 


joined together in one compound, to fignify, 
e.g. a ſea-florm. Belides, Eurochdon may 


poſſibly be derived from «ge; and Hu, and 


In TRODUCTION, 7 
typhonic wind called Exrochyden, it will be 
expected that I attempt, in the next place, 
to give ſome account of the name, anſwera- 
ble to the notion I have advanced of the thing. 


But I freely confels I am not fo poſitive what 


is the true etymology of the word, as I am 
confident that muſt be a falſe one, which 


ſtakes it down to a point-wind. And not- 
clared for Euroaquilo, as the true reading, 
fignifying a north-eaft wind; it hath not gi- 


ven been Aan ln to laced man, e 


Dr. Bentley having obſerved, that © the 
lydon is never heard of but here, 
(in the place cited before) immediately 
4 adds; it's compounded of «jr and aan, 


e the wind and the waves; and, faith he, it 


is ſcems plain @ priori from the diſparity of 
«« the two ideas, that they could not be joined 


e together in one compound.” But for my 


part, I can ſee no ſuch diſparity in the caſe, 
but that the two ideas might be well enough 


fignafy 


* Vid. J. Priczum, and others; among the reſt the late 
Mr. Hallers note on this text, vol. 1. pag 10. 4. 


8 In TRODUCTION. 
fignify the ſwift, rapid, or violent ſtorm. * 
the notion of a fypbanic wind: there's no 

ſigniſies a wave or ſwell of the fea : but the 
word ſometimes denotes a ſtorm alſo. -+ Not 
to trouble the reader with any other etymo- 
logies, I ſhall only point to a word, which 
fo far as I remember, hath not been taken 
notice of in this queſtion ; but were it in the 
hands of a ſkilful etymologiſt, the uncouth 


from it; and that we may keep to our point, 
it is a word which carries in it the idea of 
rapidity. 5 By finking off the firſt Hyllable, 
and contracting the word in the middle, you 
have Erochthon. It is but ſuppoſing a little 
— 7 


Thus 

. ® See Mr. Haller as chove. 
7 
but as he produces no example for this ſenſe of the word, I 
ſhall. propoſe the following. Kai xauſav iris, Y 73 
f, &c. i. 6. Exortaque tempeſias, & vyentus a circum- 
fitis montibus in procellas refractus. Appian. De Bell. livil. 
lib. 5. edit. Toll. Comp. Jonah 1. 4, 12. according to the 
ſept. And thus Exrochdon may be equipollent to — «uppeirns 
440, apud poetas, ventus vehemens. Caſaub. in Athen. 

_—C 


+ 
* — 


8 . 3 the derivati of the 


true reading, and a word of Greek extraction 
alſo. Dr. Bentley, I confeſs, will have the true 


| whereof he gives no manner of proof. Did 


* 


In TRODUCTION. 9 
Thus far we have proceeded in our en- 


upon a preſumption that Exreclydon is the 


reading to be Euroaquilo, which he ſuppoſes 
to be a term invented by the Roman ſeamen 


he imagine that the ſhip, in which St. Paul 
and Luke failed at this time, was navigated 
by Roman ſeamen? But ſhe was a ſhip of 
Alexandria * in Agypt, from whence there 
was a large exportation of corn to Rome, 1 
with which commodity this ſhip appears to 
have been freighted. 5 

And now that I have mentioned the place 
to which the ſhip belong d, on board of 
which we firſt hear of the word in queſtion, 
viz. Alexandria ; I cannot but expreſsa ſtrong 


| ſuſpicion, that the term is exotic, and of foreign 


growth : and this may fairly account for the 
general filence of the Greek and Latin au- 


B 


® Ver. 6. 


+ As a monument of 2bis, i fone made of the Kaparer 
Marian, Alexandria is repreſented, holding in her hand a 
ſheaf of corn. See Hauer. Hiſt. of the Commerce and Navigs- 
tion of the Ancients, chap 48. 
$ Ver. 33. 


10 In TRODUCTION. 
thors upon this head. I am ſtrongly in- 
clined to think that the reading in the Alex- 
andrian copy is the true one, viz. Euracylm, 
which the author of the Vulgate not un- 


derſtanding, might cafily miſtake for Euraa- 


guilo, without neceſfarily ſuppoſing that it is 
a corruption of r , i. e. ruach elalum, 
ſignifying a wind of God, or @ mighty wind : 
of Typho.* Or, to come yet nearer to the 
found of the word, without receding from 
the ſenſe, Exracylon may be derived from 


Nuach- alm, as Alon is a name for God in the 


Pbænician language. 


etymology, that we ſuppoſe the word to come 


from Egypt; if we conſider the affinity which 


brew, and the African tongues. 5 


H Tupe ig SUN cares i nerd Ti Ts Fas 7% Egicy 
Stdhuom cp ximmars Tay aveupettor. Taetzes in Lycophy. 
pag- 25. edit. Potter. The original of this we ſeem to have 
in Gene/. i. 2. And the Spirit of God moved, &c. Onkeles & 


Fudz: plerique ventum eſſe volunt, qui cum ob vehementiam 


ſuam, tum quia a Deo, naſcentis mundi opitfice, immiſſus 
erat; ventus Dei vocatur. Le Clerc Com. in he. 
A Vid. Plant. Penal. Act 5. ic. 1. 


Vid. Walton Prolegem. i. ſet, 14. & 1 fe. „ 8. ad 
2 $ Jo * 1. 


It cannot be thought b 


— 
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If any perſons diſlike this origination of 
the word; they will perhaps be better ſatiſ- 
fied with another, which, I acknowledge 
pleaſeth me beſt of any. It is obſervable that 
according to the account ſome writers give of 
Typbo, this word includes the idea of fire, &c.* 
Hence ſome learned writers have diſcovered a 
fimilitude between Typho, and Og. + To come 
nearer the point ; not only in hiſtory, but in 
phyſics alſo, Typbo carries in it the idea of 
3. So we read of Typhogic and fiery winds, 


1 it to the conſideration 
of the critical reader, whether Ezracylon may 
not probably be derived from UF, that is fire, 
and Auylo, fignifying a ſtorm in African lan- 
guage zl and fo denotes the fiery-form. It is 


B2 well 
Bibli. Pabght. and Biſhop Cumberland, Sanchoniath. pag. 
14. &c. 

*s Concerning pho, it is aid, TIGy N iSigudſs vs Saya, 
&c. Apollodor. Biblioth. lib. 1. "EE ayupadtrar I gpu - 
vnd ines. E ſchyl. Comp. Heſad. Theog. ver. 826. 
| + Signifying urn. Vid. G. J. Vat. bif. 1dolar. lb. 2. 
cap. 25. and before him, Parker, or Sanford de Deſcenſu 
Chrifti. lib. 1. pag. 35. 

Ta Tupawd 4 Tvgedy arwvuda Tzetzes ubi ſupra, 
Tupance Id xepavviv candy guad Y v d. &c. Diog. 
Laert. in Zeno. Pyle Apes eus fen Sufi. Schol. in 
Ariftoph. Equit. 

} Vid. Fob. Ladbdb. Lenic. Makieh. pag; 344. 

t Raus turbo, Senec. Nat. Quzſt. v. 13. 


| 
| 


_— ONT Rn „ ES ces 
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12 In TRODUCTION. 
well known that violent ſtorms, eſpecially at 
ſea, are often attended with great thunder and 
lightning. * And, upon the whole, I ima- 
gine, we cannot form in our minds a juſter 
notion of the wind called Euro- 
clydon, (or by whatever name it ſhould be 
called ) than by attending to the deſcription 
=  - —_—_s 
ee 

2 —— T wink 

— 
Hamma inter nubes coruſcat, cælum tonitru 


This lively image of a boiſterous ſea, 
pitchy darkneſs, dreadful thunder and light- 
ning, violent whirlwinds from every quar- 

DT ter 


— tracks 
Ignibus & ventis furibundus fluctuet aer. T. Lacret. lib. 6. 
use T5 Rl GE; cis dsparai RRera Th 
epmades. &c. Foſeph. De Bell. Jud. lib. 4. cap. 17. 
+ Pacuvius-in Tully De Orater. lib. 3. Comp. de Divin. 
hb. r. | 


In TRODUCTIOS. T3 
ter of the heavens, may giye one a proper 


| idea of the following ſcene of danger and 
diſtreſs in St. Paul's caſe, * 


* Pindar Pyth. 10. Epod. 3. Vid. Schmid. Not. in loc. 
However, we are not without an example of the contrary. 
C — Tels jatv YuCerrTaN Zytupas 
dpevas , wpuprav. Polyen. Stratag. lib. 3. cap. g. ſeR. 63. 
— After all pi-{av]es dyzupas, &c. may only fignify, that 
they caſt ſo many anchors over board, that is, to lighten the 
ſhip, that ſhe might be in leſs danger of ſtriking upon the 
rocks, the thing they feared. Comp. ver. 19. 


EURO. 


— 
F , 
- = 

. 
, |: 

by [ 

{ 
. S 1 2 
( 
8 N 


Sg OR, THE 


* DAxkERS of the SEA, &c. 


3 e 

. 1 2 COR. xi. 26. 1 
1 In perils in the ſea. 

| 


op nyo — 
twofold more the child of hell than them- 
ſelves. ® But St. Paul, the great Apoſtle of 


® Mat. Xii. 15: The Profelytes which the Phariſees were 


S —- <= 


| intent upon making, were circumciſed. (Acts xv. 1, 5.) And 


— 


16 EBVROCLYDON: Or, © 
the Gentiles, compaſſed ſes and land, with 4 


nobler view.; his generous aim was to make | 


Proſelytes, not to a party, but to real religion. 
In the proſecution of which laudable defign, he 


Iaboured more abundantly, and took incredible 


pains to advance the cauſe of truth and vir- 


tue, in an ignorant and wicked world. Among 


other difficulties and dangers which this ex- 
cellent man encountered, in the courſe of his 
public miniſtry; ** thrice did he ſuffer ſhip- 

, | | © rec k. 


2s they were the moſt violent oppo/ers of Chriſtianity, (J. Mar- 
gr. Dialog. Tryph.) fo they learned to be unnatural to their 


_ neareſt kindred, all relation to whom they diſclaimed ; (Tacie. 


Hiſt. lib. f.) on both which accounts they might be properly 
called the children of hell, or of the devil, the great enemy 
of truth, and patron of cruelty. (Joh. viii. 44. 1 Joh. iii. 12.) 
However, theſe were called Proſelytes of Righteou/ne/s, be- 
cauſe they abſolutely ſubmitted to the law of Mo/es, in con- 
tradiſtinction to the Proſelytes of the gate; who, without be. 
Ing circumciſed, are faid to have been required only to ob- 
| ſerve the articles mentioned in the apoſtolic decree. (Acts xv. 


28, 29.) Vid. Spencer. de Legib. Hebr. pag. 616. 17 edit. fol. 


The Proſelytes of this lower claſs, were generally perſons of 
a better temper, freer from a ſpirit of bigotry than the other, 
and furniſhed out the largeſt number of chriſtian converts at 


the beginning. (See Furicu's Critic. Hift. vol. 1. pag. 68.) 


And thus the character, which Chriſt gives of the Proſelytes, 
made by the Scribes and Phariſees, is eaſily reconciled with 
the accounts of the great ſucceſs of the Goſpel among the 
Fewiſh Proſelytes of a different denommation ; which is the 
reaſon of this curſory remark. 


— — — — — - ñ . — — 


_ Firſt, Let us attend a while to the general 


after there aroſe over-againſt it (i. e. Crete). 


The Dancers of the SEA, &c. 17 
* wreck, a night and day was he in the 
* deep!” But the ſcene of danger and di- 
ſtreſs, which I propoſe to conſider at preſent, 
is, the account we have at large of St. Pauls 
voyage and ſbipwreck, in the twenty-ſeventh 
chapter of the Acts of the Apoſtles : from 
whence I ſhall take occaſion to remark upon 
the general ſource of danger at fea, and then 


ſource and cauſe of danger at fea, Now 
this, according to the hiſtory before us, 
muſt be reſolv'd into tempeſtuuus and army 

For thus the account runs. And when 
* the ſouth wind blew ſoftly, ſuppoſing that 
ee they had gained their purpoſe ; looſing, 


© a tempeſtuous wind called Eurac hahn, 
« &c.” + Here then the danger began! 
And this tempeſtuous wind, whatever it was, 
proved the cauſe of many hazards and di- 

C — —_ 


® 2 Car. 3d. 20-* 
+ Acts xxvu. 13, 14. 
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ſtreſſes, as appears by the ſequel of the fad 
and tragical ſtory. It hath indeed been mat- 
ter of great ſpeculation what this wind was, 
which is called Euraciydm. The enquiry, 


perhaps, may appear to many perſons more 
curious than uſeful : but, for my own part, 


uſeful in its kind, fo far as it hath any ten- 
dency, to illuſtrate the Holy Scriptures. How- 
ever, one may preſume that the Virtugũ of this 
age will not difreliſh an enquiry into a branch 
of natural, tho facred, hiſtory. For which 
of this point was likely to throw ſome light 
upon the ſubject in hand; I have there- 
| fore adventured to propoſe my opinion con- 
And the ſum of account is this ; Euro- 
chdon, as J take it, denotes a hurri- 
cane, or violent ftorm, which was attended 


it may be deſcribed in the following words 
of the royal Plalmiſt. There went up a fmoak 


out of his mftrils, and fire out of bis mouth d.. 


voured, coals were kindled by it. He bowed 


E6— afb, end came bow, and darkneſs 


See the preceding ahi. 


I cannot but eſteem every diſquiſition to be 


eta, 
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was under bis feet. And he rode upon a che- 
rub, and did fly : Yea, be did fly upon the wings 
of the uind. 

Having now mentioned the general ſource 
and cauſe of danger at ſea, | proceed, in the 
next place, 


Secondy, To point out ſome particular ha- 


circumſtance is often attended with no little 


zards and inconvenences ariſing therefrom. 
The Journal of St. Pauls voyage, under 
confideration, will furniſh us with the fol- 

1. In and ſtormy weather a 
ſhip becomes unmanageable at ſea, And this 


hazard and danger. We have this caſe de- 
ſcribed in the following words : © And when 
te the ſhip was caught, and could not bear 
e up into the wind, we let her drive.” + In 
the time of a ſtorm, the ſeamen ſtrive to 
keep the ſhip's head as near the wind as 
pollible, from whatever quarter it blows ;$ 
C2 eſpecially 


® Pf. xviii. 8, Kc. 
+ AR. xxvii. 15. | 
CA eateries he Aratus. 


Had a learned writer obſerved this, he would not have at- 


tempted to determine from what quarter the wind Eurochdon 
did, or did not, blow, by the circumſtance of its meeting the 


| 
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eſpecially when they are in danger of falling 
upon a lee-ſhore ; becauſe this not only hin- 
ders the ſhip's way, but cauſeth her to clear 
the waves, and to live the better in a ſtorm, 
But ſometimes a ſhip at ſea is unable to face 
lence of the wind. * 
Accordingly this was the caſe here, and fo 


they were forced to let her drive, and gave 


themſelves up to the mercy of the winds and 
waves. But what was the conſequence ? 
They were in a ſhort time under diſmal ap- 
of running a-ground and periſh- 


ing. And fearing they ſhould fall into the 


* quick-ſands, they ſtrake fail, and fo were 
« driven; toſſing and rolling in the moſt 
terrible manner, for want of a fail to bear 
The and confuſion of ſeamen at 
ſuch a time, be bythe Pang in 


"ow ſoul is melted becauſe of trouble, 
«© They reel too and fro, and ſtagger like a 

| | % drunken 
Et fruſtra cerno te tendere contra 


+ Acts xxvii. 17. | 


The Dax Rs of the SEA, &c. 21 
** drunken man, and are at their wits end.” * 
All their wiſdom is fwallowed p; as the mar- 
can then do them little ſervice ; It is buried, 
as it were, with themſelves in the rolling 
2. At ſuch a ſeaſon, the ſhip is in great 
danger of foundering at ſea, and of being 
daſhed to pieces by the violence of the waves. 
The veſſel may ſpring a-leak, a plank may 
ſtart, her ſides may be ſtaved in, or ſome of 
the main timbers give way, through over- 
ſtraining, ſo that it ſhall be impoſſible to keep 
ber above water, or to clear her of it, and 
as this was apprehended in St. Paul's caſe, 
when he was in perils at ſea. © Being ex- 
* ceedingly toſſed with a tempeſt they 
* uſed helps, undergirding the ſhip.” + For 
without being laſhed with ropes, the ſhip could 
Farce hold together agarnſt,, the fwelling tide. 5 
How dangerous a fituation, and how dread- 
- ful 


Nei. 26, 27. 
+ Ads xxvii. 17, 18. 
$ —— Ac fine funibus 
Vix durare carinz 
W 
Aquor. Horat. Od. 14. lib. 1. 


22 EUROCLYDON: Or, 
ful this muſt be, I cannot repreſent in more 
affecting terms, than the words of Aratus, 
deſcribing the hazardous condition of perſons 
at ſea in rough and ſtormy weather. We 
« fit mounting and diving upon the waves 
ke ſea-birds, and often look out to ſpy 
* land when the ſhore is yet afar off, * and 
* a thin plank is the only fence, or partition 
* between us and death.” Violent ſtorms at 
der and lightning, againſt which there is no 
human ſecurity or defence. *©* The thunder 
e roars, and the lightnings flaſh ; and all 
* things ſeem to threaten preſent death.” ＋ 
It is highly probable that ſome of thoſe ſhips, 
that put out to ſea, and are never heard of 
more, have periſhed in this awful manner. 
We have accordingly ſuggeſted, that Euro- 
chan might be attended with violent claps 
of under, and dreadful flaſhes of lightning. 

3. In a tempeſtuous ſeaſon the weather is 

commonly very dark and cloudy ; from whence 
ariſeth this farther great inconvenience to per- 
ſons at ſea, viz. that they cannot take an ob- 
Je eiiies Tex © Tay Gans ns, and fo are 
able 


| „obe Abb 
+ Hanuere poli, & c. Ving. Aneid, lib. 1. 
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db 10 form no. ce judgment of the 


days appeared, and no ſmall tempeſt lay 


ſhip's way; but are in danger to be driven 
upon rocks and ſhelves, before they are aware. 
The folemn darkneſs of a tempeſtuous ſky is 


elegantly deſcribed in thoſe celebrated lines. 


The Lord deſcended from above, 
And bowed the heavens high, 
And underneath his feet he caſt 


The darkneſs of the joy. 


On Cherubs, and on Cherubims 
Full royally be rode, 
And on the wings of mighty wk 

Came flying all abroad. * © 


| The Majeſty of the original & preferved in 


this fine image, which is a ſublime deſcription 
of the divine agency in raifing a black and 
gloomy ſtorm. The heavens may be aptly 
faid to bow, when the ſtormy clouds hang fo 
low that heaven and earth ſeem almoſt to 
meet. Now this article of danger alſo is noted 
in St. PauPs hiſtory. © When neither fun 


* on us, all hope that we ſhould be faved 
"a 
* PL. xvii. g, 10. Z. Sternbald, and J. Epi 
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: was then taken away.“? Ne Gan an 
ng! Th cee ad pets 
22 weather reduced them to the | 
1 .+ The uſe of the load- ſtone, 
nr or lng time after but they wake 
o_ upon the ſtars, in thoſe 
ys, direction. Thus we find the 
2 of a pilot at ſea deſcribed : * He kept 
e upon the fl", and had his 
"= upon the ſtars. | From this 
he allowing compa chriſtian 

« Philoſopher 3 * 
* guides his enquiries by the 
* — ; as thoſe, that go to ſea, ſteer 
*. courſe by the ſtars.” + When, there- 
e 
-=_ k, cloudy and tempeſtuous wea- 
N ee 
tion muſt be extremely hazardous, and Gull 


of threatning danger. 


- 


* AB xxvii. 20. 

42 ; ; . 

— ti 4 
1 abr & free lib. 6. —_ 
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4. In ſtormy weather the paſſage is often 
longer, and more tedious than ordinary; by 
reaſon of contrary winds, or through the loſs 
of fails and maſts. Now this circumſtance 
hath its inconveniences alſo, in point of ſafety, 
as well as advantage to the voyage. By theſe 
means the ſtock of proviſions is liable to be 
ſpent ; fo that the people are ſometimes in 
danger of ſtarving ; which obliges them to 
come to ſhort allowance, in order to prevent 


Something of this nature ſeems to be pointed 


at in the hiſtory before us. This day, faid 
* St. Paul, is the fourteenth day that ye have 


te tarried and continued faſting, having taken 
te nothing.” * Whatever was the occaſion 


of this long abſtinence (concerning which, 


there are different opinions ) we cannot rea- 
ſonably ſuppoſe that they had ſubſiſted all 
the while without any bodily refreſhment at 
all. — The meaning then muſt be, that du- 
ring the time aforeſaid, they had eaten very 
little, ſcarce enough to ſuffice nature, having 
never had a full meal. This way of deſcrib- 


8 not fingolar, or without 
D a pa- 


worſe conſequences, which have happened. — 


i 
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a parallel. In the final ſiege of Carthage, it 
is ſaid that Scipio's army worked inceſſantly 
te twenty days and nights together, and tot 
« neither meat nor fleep.” * _ Perhaps there 1s 
no other myſtery in the matter, but that the 
_ ſhip's company were put to ort allowance; 
as they were likely to have a much longer 
paſſage than was expected, and had a great 
many people on board, being in all two hun- 
dred, threeſcore and fixteen fouls. F This cir- 
cumſtance, viz. of their numbers, might be 
| purpoſely noted by the facred writer to ac- 
count for their ſparing diet, till they had a 
proſpect of putting into ſome harbour; be- 
cauſe when they drew near the ſhore, and ſo 
the danger of ſtarving was over, St. Paul ad- 
viſed them to eat more freely, for their health 
and refreſhment ; and they all did fo, till 
they had eaten enough. F — After all, the 
being put to ſhort allowance is not always the 
worſt of it. Happy were it for poor diſtreſied 
failors, if they could come off fo, and keep 
foul and body together, at any rate; tho' it 
be with hungry, ghaſtly looks, and empty 
ſtomachs. 


* Kai Gr N UnTvay pail Eu. Appian. de Bell. Punic, 
＋ Acts xxvii. 37. 


$ Acts xxvii. 34. — 38. 
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ſtomachs. Sometimes they have nothing at 
all left to ſupport nature. Caſes there have 
been, when the ſtock of proviſions was quite 
ſpent, and the forlorn crew forced to feed up- 
on dogs and rats, and rope ends, and any thing 
they could get to chew : Nay they have 
been reduced ( horreſco referens ]) to the 
ſhocking neceſſity of feeding one upon ano- 
ther! Such a melancholy caſe hath happen- 
ed, within the compaſs of my memory ; and 
I remember to have heard a ſermon preached 
upon the fad occaſion, in the pariſh-church 
where I was born, to a very numerous and 
forrowful audience, from that and the neigh- 
bouring pariſhes : at the requeſt, as was ſaid, 
of the unfortunate young man upon whom 
the fatal lot fell, and who did accordingly 
die, that the reſt might live; a life worſe than 


death! The funeral text, which I think he 


choſe for himſelf, was thoſe mournful words 
of Fob ; * Thou haſt made deſolate all my com- 
pany. And a deſolate company it ſurely was, 
when things were come to this extremity ! 
O fad and doleful tragedy ! 

5 . In the laſt place; violent ſtorms often 


produce, in fact, fad and terrible ſhipwrecks. 
' Wn St. 


2 Chap. xvi. 7, 
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St. Paul was early apprehenfive of this dan- 
ger, and fignified ſo much to the ſhip's com- 
pany, in the following words. ** Sirs, I per- 
* ceive that this voyage will be with hurt 
tt and much damage, not only of the lading 
* and ſhip, but alſo of our lives.” * This 
he may be underſtood to have ſpoken, by the 
rules of human probability, and according ta 
the viſible appearances of things. For it is 
faid in the preceding verſe, that failing was 
te now dangerous, becauſe the faſt was al- 
te ready paſt,” that is, the Jewiſb faſt, on 
the great day of expiation, which fell on or 
about the 25th day of September. And fo 
the time of failing was become dangerous, by 
reaſon of winter approaching, &c. With a 
view to hm ſeaſon, Aratus hath 
obſerved. T After harveſt, when the fields 
2 violent gales ruſh 
down upon the ſea; a large ſhip is then 
© moſt eligible, and thoſe that fit at the helm 
** muſt bear up into the wind.” And fince 
the Apoſtle Paul was acquainted with this 
author, whom * $ he might take 
** 


Acts 1 10. 
+ "At Sem d5 4% vav nevial, &c, 
Acts xzvii. 28. 
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his obſervations from him, concerning ſuch 
matters. But, after the Apoſtle had been 
favoured with a divine viſion; he was able 
to give a more poſitive and certain account 
of the iſſue of their preſent voyage; and fo, 


in theſe terms, he addrefſed himſelf to the © 


people. © And now I exhort you be of 
good chear, for there ſhall be no loſs of 
e any man's life among you, but of the ſhip; 


* of God. And accordingly ſo it fell out; 


the ſhip was loſt, but all the men were faved, 
They that could ſwim were ordered to caſt 


F themſelves firſt into the ſea, and get to land; 
* and the reſt, ſome on boards, and ſome on 
* broken pieces of the ſhip : And fo it came 
t to pals, that they eſcaped all fafe to land. 
Thus ended this affecting ſcene of danger and 
diſtreſs! And i ended more comfrrnntly than 
expectation. 

Among other favourable and mitigating 
circumſtances, which attended the diſtreſs of 
St. Paul's ſhipwreck, Providence caſt them 
upon the iſland Melita, the — 


22. — oh 
F Ver. 43, 44+ 
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taken a review of the ordinary dangers of the 
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of were famed for their civility to ſtrangers, * 
and gave a freſh proof of their humanity, 
upon this very occafion. And thus we have 


ſea, as exemplified in the caſe of St. Paul; to 


which we confine ourſelves at preſent, with- 


out conſidering the more extraordinary ha- 
zards of a ſeafaring life, occaſioned by a ſtate 
of war, the change of climates in our more 
extenſive navigations, &c. all which things 


' exaggerate the account, and are proper to be 


remembered when we come to reflect ſeri- 
ouſly and cloſely upon this affecting ſubject. 9 


* Vid. Diodor. Sicul. lib. 6. 

+ Acts xxviii. 1, 2. 

J ¹ bo ts Miter of Þ6. Dn 
voyage, which I have heard ſome of our experienced failors 
object againſt, as an argument of little judgment or ſxill in the 
mariners, viz. their caſting four anchors out of the fern. 


| (ver. 29.) Be that as it will, the ſacred hiſtorian is not ac- 
_ countable for it. Undoubtedly it. was the common practice 
to caſt anchor out of the fore/7p. (ver. 30.) 


—— Texy dS dyxupay term : 
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The IMPROVEMENT. 


nen pauſe a while, 
in order to make ſome uſeful reflections upon 
what has been diſcourſed concerning the dan- 
gers of the ſea. Theſe reflections are ſuch 
as may be ſeverally adapted "6g a= 
ferent ſtations and occupations in life ; par- 
ticularly thoſe that trade to ſea, and thoſe 
that go to ſea, and laſtly thoſe who have all 
their concerns upon the /and. 
1. I ſhall addreſs myſelf to Merchants, and 
thoſe perſons that trade to fea. Since you, 
Gunmen, 2 gk ex- 


2 2280 
applaud your noble enterpriſing ſpirit, and 
wiſh you may always meet with that public 
encouragement, and private ſucceſs in your 
affairs, which ſo uſeful members of ſociety 
may in reaſon expect? 

When you call to mind the numberleb 
accidents and diſaſters, to which your floating 
treaſures are expoſed ; will you not alſo re- 
member the neceſſary dependance you have 
upon the God of Nature and Providence, for 
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the proſperous iſſue of every voyage? In con- 
ſequence of which, you will judge it your 
duty and your intereſt, both to deal with ho- 
mur, truth, and juſtice, in all your tranſacti- 
ons between man and man; that ſo you may 
ſecure the divine bleſſing which maketh 
tc rich, and addeth no forrow with it,”* ei- 
ther in the painful reflections of a miſgiving 
heart, or by an intailed curſe upon unrighte- 
ous gains. 

While you look up to heaven, with an 
adoring ſenſe upon your minds, of your de- 
pendance on the deity, and your manifold 


obligations to him, for all your mercies; will! 


you not alſo look down, upon thoſe whom 


you employ, with generous pity and concern * 


for the manifold dangers and hazards to which 

they expoſe their perſons, in your ſervice ? 
Shall theſe men who have riſqued their all, 
who have jeoparded their lives unto the ends 
of the earth, indured all the hardſhips of the 
» ſea, and all the inconveniences of different 
ſeaſons and climates, from one fide of the 
globe to the other, at a great diſtance from 
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perhaps have broken their conſtitutions, and 
exhauſted their time and ſtrength, health and 
ſpirits, to raiſe your fortunes, and to make 
you rich and great in the world : I fay, ſhall 
theſe laborious men, after all, get little, 
but their labour for their pains, through the 
avarice, injuſtice and extortion of thoſe per- 
ſons, who reap all the fruits of their immenſe 
reaſonable ſatisfaction for the fame ? God for- 
bid! Downright injuſtice is a vice too 
groſs and ſcandalous for any man openly to 
avow it; and there are few perſons fo aban- 
doned to all ſenſe of honour and virtue, as 
to do an unjuſt thing, without ſome colou- 
rable pretence for it, to varniſh over the foul 
action, and to give it the appearance of ho- 
neſty, and fair dealing in the eye of the 
world. But, if one man is really unjuſt to 
another, it matters little in what way or 
manner he doth the unrighteous thing. If 
he acts the knaviſh part with a good grace, 
and a plaufible air, the artifice ſhews him 
to be a cunning man, but it cannot prove 
him an honeſt man. To defraud a poor 
failor, or any other ſervant of his wages, in 
whole or in part, is allowed by all to be 

| 3 very 
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very unjuſt and ungenerous ; every body con- 
demns it, and crys ſhame on it as intolera- 
ble. — And yet may not ſome perſons take 
advantage of his neceſſities to beat him down in 
his wages, and fo, by making with him an 
unreaſonably hard bargain, deprive him of 
ſomething, which in common equity did pro- 
perly belong to him ? Again ; when they be- 
come due, may not ways and means be con- 
trived to keep bim out of his wages a long 
and intereſt of his own money, which is as 
much his property as the principal ſtock it- 

ſelf? And then, if after long waiting, many 
| excuſes and delays, payment is made at the 
laſt ; is it not poſſible that falſe pretences may 
be alledged for making deductions, and keeping 
back part of the price? When ſervants imbez- 
ale their maſters goods, either through diſ- 
honeſty or wilful negligence, there is all the 
reaſon in the world that they ſhould make 
proper ſatisfaction for the damage. The law 
of equity requires that He who is unfaith- 
« ful in that which is another man's, ſhould 
* make reparation for the injury, out of that 
* which is his own.”* But, if nothing of 
A e 


Luke xvi. 12. 
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this nature appears, to pretend any ' frauds or 
imbezzlements, where really there are none, 
is only a thin cover, eaſily ſeen through, to 
diſguiſe the villany of a baſe action, and the 
deformity of a diſhoneſt. mind. Far be it 
from you, worthy Gentlemen, to have re- 
courſe to any ſuch wicked arts, that you may 
ſave appearances, and act the unjuſt part, un- 
der the colour of juſtice. Alas! what will 
all this artifice and diſguiſe avail ? when the 
flaming eye of God fees the worldling's heart, 
penetrates into his corrupt diſpoſitions and 
_ deſigns, and will not fail, as the common 
guardian of right, and the benevolent friend 
of mankind, to reckon with unrighteous men 
at laſt, and perhaps viſit the iniguities of the 
fathers upon the children for generations to 
come. — See! how the fad condition of an 
oppreſſor is deſcribed in Holy writ. © All 
5e darkneſs ſhall be hid in his ſecret places 
* ( where his ill-gotten wealth is hoarded up) 
* a fire not blown ſhall conſume him, it 
„ ſhall go ill with him, that is left in his ta- 
<© bernacle. The heaven ſhall reveal his ini- 
<« quity, and the earth ſhall riſe up againſt 
e him. The increaſe of his houſe ſhall de- 
part, and his goods ſhall flow away in the 
2 E 2 | | * day 
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day of his wrath.”* And thus, he that 
wrongs another, doth a much greater injury 
to himſelf upon the whole. It is an obvious 
reflection, if he ſhall have judgment with- 
e out mercy, who hath ſhewn no mercy ; "+ 
what muſt thoſe expect at the hands of a 
— drag rag eo 
cy, nor common juſtice, in their 
— unleſs they repent and make full reſtitu- 
tion? All ſuch fraudulent, unjuſt, ungenerous 
creatures are abomination in the ſight of God 
and man. —NOT % the bongſ and good 
man! Beloved of heaven and earth, bis name 
is held in univerſal efteem and veneration. His 
amiable character ſhines out to the world in the 
moſt charming and attractive light. The high- 
er be riſeth in life, the brighter be ſhines, as 
the eye of envy can witneſs ; adorns every fla- 
tion, and dignifies every condition. 

2. Pr | we now to offer ſome reflec- 
tions upon this ſubject to thoſe perſons that 
go to ſea. And here, upon a calm review of 
the dangers of the ocean, it is natural to re- 
mark, what a bold adventurous man was he 
is ode committed 
himſelf 


* Job xx. ag. 
+ Jam. ii. 13. 
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himſelf to the winds and waves in a wooden 
bottom l The like firm and intrepid cou» 
rage do you diſcover, who are fo ſtout and 
hardy as to go down to the ſea in ſhips, and 
* do buſineſs in great waters,” after ſo many 


tiplied by a ftate of war. Daſtardly mean- 
ſpirited men ſhrink and ſculk at the fight of 
danger, when their country's cauſe demands 
their ſervice and attendance ; but the coura- 
geous and the brave, urged on with manly 
_ fortitude, eſteem it a pleaſure, and an honour 
to hazard their lives for the good of their 
country. To ſuch honeſt, true-hearted men 
the higheſt reſpect and encouragement is due 
nn 
and trade. 

Raſhneſs, however, is no virtue. True 
courage is not a fool-hardy thing. It is your 
wiſdom to be ſenſible of your dangerous ſitua- 
tion in life, and to ſtand prepared for all e- 
yents that may betide you. Think often, 
how near you are to another world ! within 
an inch or two of eternity! a thin plank the 
2 in robur & Es triplex, Ee. Herag. Od. 3. lib. 1. 
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infinite loſs or gain depends upon your paſ- 
fage out of time. To loſe a ſhip and 
cargo may be a great loſs ; it is a greater, to 
loſe ſo many lives; but ſo many precious and 
immortal ſouls loſt, is the greateſt loſs of all ! 
This is to ſuffer an eternal ſhipwreck, and 
to be carried adrift before an everlaſting tem- 
roll for ever along the dark abyſs. Under 
theſe awful proſpects, what anxious thought, 
care and fear muſt ſeize the ſtouteſt heart, 
and ſhake the firmeſt foul! Oh! where muſt 
come of me for ever? To live I cannot hope; 
am I fit to die? Is my peace made with God 
in Chriſt, before whoſe bar I am ſhortly to 
be ſummoned ? Have I any reaſonable ground 
to hope that I ſhall meet with my pious friends 
in heaven, whoſe faces I expect to fee upon 
earth no more? Or am I going down — to 
worſe company, in a worſe place! Sad con- 
cluſion of a wretched life ! to periſh out of 
one world, only to periſh in another! 

Such reflections as theſe may poſſibly remind 
ſome perſons of the awful time when they 
entertain d the like thoughts of themſelves in 
. when © the ſorrows of death 
* com- 
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© compaſſed them, and the pains of hell took 
hold on them,” to allude to the words of the 
to reckon upon dangers and diſtreſſes of this 
nature, and prepare to meet them with ra- 
tional courage and comfort; by 
cthemſelves to the ſervice of God, and living 
habitually in his holy fear; that fo if they 
ſhould have the unhappineſsto make ſhipwreck 
of their lives and poſſeſſions in this world, they 
may be ſafe landed upon the ſhores of a bleſſed 
immortality, in the calm regions of eternal 
felicity, where no cloud or tempeſt ever riſeth 
to diſturb the inhabitants of that heavenly 
Country. 
Again ; acknowledge the hand of God in all 
your dangers and deliverances alſo. Conſider 
that it is the God of Nature, who © raiſeth the 
* ſtormy wind, and turns it again into a 
e calm :” as the Pſalmiſt obſerves in his 


divine hymn to Providence. Though the 


wind be a nimble voluble thing, it is an in- 
animate ſubſtance, and conſequently not a 
ſelf· moving body; but it moves as it is moved 
by ſome impelling cauſe, whoſe force and. 


* Pf. cxvi. 13. 
+ PC. cvii. 25, 29. 
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and that upon another, &c. till, through the 
whole chain of natural cauſes and effects, we 
aſcend, ſtep by ſtep, to the prime cauſe and 
firſt mover, Gop ; whoſe almighty power 
hath wiſely fixed the fated laws, or the uni- 
form courſe of nature, which no being can 
unfix, without his appointment or permiſſion, 
God © bringeth the wind out of his treaſures.” * 
The proviſion which is made in nature, for 
the generation of winds, is what the divine 
author of nature hath treaſured up, to ſerve 
the wiſe purpoſes of his Providence. For 
«© he looketh to the ends of the earth, and = 
“ ſeeth under the whole heaven, to make a S 3 
« weight for the winds.” + He hath given the 
atmoſphere its proper degree of gravity, and 
leſſens or increaſeth the weigbt of the chang- 
ing air, as the wind riſeth and falls. The 
Lord hath his way in the whirlwind, and | 
« bis feet.” & Theſe things are viſible and pal. 
when a royal Prince rides forth in ſtate, with 
a numerous train of attendants, or marches 
at 


© Jerem. x. 13. 
＋ Job xxviii. 24, 25. 
J Nahum i. z. 
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at the head of a mighty army; which way ſo- 
ever he directs his courſe a cloud of duſt riſeth 
along the fandy plain, and darkens the ſky, 
and fo gives a viſible fignal, at a diſtance, of 
his approach : In like manner, theſe natural 
Phanomena, or appearances in the air, pro- 
claim the preſence of the God of Nature, and 
upon ſuch occaſions we may look up and ſay, 
Lo! there is Gad. Therefore eye, and de- 
voutly own the inviſible hand which guides 
and governs the ſtorm : And thus acknow- 
ledge God in all your dangers and deliverances, 
of your dependance on the Deity, and obliga- 
tions to him, for perſonal ſafety, and for ſuc- 
ceſs in your lawful undertakings, you may 
learn even from Pagan ſuperſtition, and the 
or engraved upon their ſhips. Thus the ſhip 
which carried St. Paul to Rome had Caftor and 
Pollux, for her fign, * the ſuppoſed guardians 

F of 


Acts xxviii. 11. The ſign of Caſar and Pollux was in 
the form of a double croſs. Vid. Plutarch. de fratern am. 
The Greeks took them for the fign in the Zadiach, called 
Geteini. Vid. Erateſfth. Cana. in Am. But a learn- 


| ed writer hath obſerved that the Cafor and Pollux of the 


Greeks, who were two brothers, had no relation to Gemini 
which ſign therefore ought nut to be painted, as commonly i” 
is, in the form of two boys, but in the form of two beaſts * 

as 
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of ſeafaring men. Afterward, chriſtian ſu- 
perſtitĩon ſubſtituted, in their room, the pic- 
tures and images of the martyrs. + But to 
us there is but one God, the Saviour of all 
men, both by ſea and land. He it is, who 
inhabits the praiſes of 1#ael, and alone hear- 
eth prayer. To him, therefore, ſhould all 
fleſh come: for he is the confidence of all the 
ends of the earth, and of them that are afar 
off upon the ſea. F 

To conclude, with a word of ceution to 
ſeafaring men: Let them beware of increa- 
ng their difficulties and dangers by their own 
fins and follies. There may be a ſuperſtitious 
dread in ſuſpecting every ſtorm to be occaſi- 
_ oned by ſome particular fin. j There is, how- 
ever, a plain truth implied in that propoſal 
of the mariners, Come and let us caft hots, that 
6 
as. 


— fruitfulnes of Cartel in producing erwins.— 
Cum hc omnia ad agriculturam ſpeftent. Nam nihil ad 
rhombum, funt Caffor & Pollux Phenicibus non noti, fed ex 
SA — Hhd. hift. Relig. 
Vet. Perf. cap. 32. 
2 
Tav £103 rauTiAnouwar. Pauſar. in Corinthiac. Comp. Strab. 
Geog. lib. 1. & 5. Theocrit. Diaſcur. Pindar. Nem. Od. 10. 
tub. fin. e. 
+ Vid. Proc. is Jai. pag: 183, 
| $f. by. 2,5. 
Vid. Theophrafl. Chara. de Timid. 
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zs. * For a particular fin of Jehoſaphat's, the 
ſhips defigned for Tarſbiſd were broken at 
 Exzion-geber. Stand in awe therefore, and 
| fin not; remembering that the infinite pre- 
ſence of God ſurrounds you every where, his 
omniſcient eye is always upon you, and his 
almighty juſtice can overtake you, © tho you 
Ir 
* in the uttermoſt parts of the ſea; F as it did 
. Fonab, by ſending a tempeſt after him in his 
flight to Tarſbiſb. Be upon pour guard, more 
eſpecially againſt the fins that do more eafily 
beſet you, and the temptations to which you 
may be more peculiarly expoſed. Particular- 
ly avoid all indecent language, f all profane 


and idle words. Have a care of curſing and 
ſwearing 


in common conyerfation ; as well as 
of falſchood and perjury. ** Abſtain from 
all manner of injuſtice, and violence, a thing 
too much practiſed at the beginning of na- 
vigation, when piracy was thought no dif- 
credit; ++ though merchandize is now fix d 
upon a more honourable footing. Lafth, re- 
F 2 _  frain 

® Jonahi. 7. 
+ 2 Chron. xx. 37. 
$ Pf. cxrxix. 9. 
Jonah i. 3, 4- 

t Navrais oTspuonoyias. Plutarch. in Alcibiad, 
% Punica fides. Salluft. B. Fagurth. 

r Vid. Thacidd. lib. 1. 
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frzin from intemperance and debauchery ; 

fer which mean purpoſes, it was obſerved 
long ago, that ſore perſons part with their 


money freely : and this very much contributed 
to the magnificence of the famous temple of 


Venus at Corinth, a place of great merchan- 
dize.* Think of thoſe appoſite words of 
St. Paul, addreſſed to the merchants, and ma- 
riners, and other inhabitants of the faid flou- 
riſhing city. * Know ye not that the un- 
ſhall not inherit the kingdom of 
God? Be not deceived ; neither fornicators, 
* nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, 
nor abuſers of themſelves with mankind, 
„ nor thieves, nor covetqus, nor drunkards. 
© nor revilers, nor extortioners, ſhall inherit 
* the kingdom of God.” A great and awful 
truth! O watch and pray that ye enter not 
into temptation, and cheriſh in your minds 
an habitual ſenſe of the divine preſence, as 
the moſt powerful reſtraint from every evil 
way and work. In a word; © Let us begin 
(and end) with God. Let us men never 
forget to mention his name with reverence. 


All places of concourſe, and aſſemblies of 
men are full of God. The fea is full of 


him, 


- Vid. Strab. Gay. lib. 8. 
# 1 Cor. vi. 9. 10. 
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* him, and the havens of ſhips. 1 
** where we have our dependance upon 
“ For we are alſo bis offspring.” * 

3. Let me now ſubjoin a word or two of 
cerns upon the land. Spch 
ting upon the « | | 
re It is 


an old complaint, and perhaps there is too 
people are 


mor greens the jr that moſt 
almoſt any one's condition better and more 

eligible than their own. Ny fit Mecænat, &c. 
How comes this to paſs ? This general dil. 
content ſeems to proceed, in a great meaſure, 
from indolence, and floth, and the love of 
worldly caſe. Men would gladly get thro” 
the world, without any trouble. And fa, 
when we meet with difficulties in the way, 
when we find by experience that the ſtation of 
life, we have choſen, is not without its in- 
conveniences ; we repent of our choice, and 
we fancy to be more eaſy and comfortable. 
Our own grievances we feel, but are ftran- 
gers to what others bear; and thus we are 


than 


* frat, See the title page. 
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than ourſelves ; tho, at the fame time, their 
difficultics and diſcouragements may be. as 
great as our's are, if not greater and more nu- 
merous. Vain men! to expect full caſe, and 
compleat ſatisfaction in any condition of life 
whatever. Alas! the creature is made ſub- 
jef# to vanity : the whole creation groans and 
e eee p- 
1 
tence, when you are unwilling to eat bread 
in the furat of your brows ; of ready to re- 
pine at every emerging difficulty in the 
eourſe of your ſecular and domeſtic affairs, 
If we look abroad into the world, and take 
a true eſtimate of human life, in all the va 
ricty of mens circumſtances, from the yrince 
upon the throne, to the meaneſt of bis ſub- 
. we may diſcover a great many. perſons 
viewing our condition with the fame envious 
2222 Were all the 
t people in a town, ſaith an ancient hiſtorian, 
„e meet together, and make their cm. 
. upon comparing circumſtances, 
_ « every man would be willing to carry his 
« own burden back again, rather than er- 
as 


Gen. il. 19, — " 


"VT 
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change with his neighbour.” Undoubtedly 
we ſhould many times. think better of our 
own condition, and. be more thankful for it, 
had we a clearer infight into the — 
and hardſhips of other men. — Therefore let 
thoſe, whom a wiſe Providence hath ſtati- 


oned upon ſhore, and who have all their con- 


cerns upon the land, be reconciled to their 
preſent ſituation, and occupy it quietly, (till 
they have a proper call to change it) by con- 
Ng Be I a Ro of > ſea- 
faring life and trade. Rejoice Zehwhor in 
thy going out, and Jfacher in thy tents.”* 
Finally, Let all fach perſons be excited by 
what hath been diſcourſed to priy, and pray 


onate prayers can reach them in the remoteſt 
parts of the world ; for God is every where: 
And praying for perſons at a diſtance would 
a rational way of expreſſing our bene- 


to them, but upon the ſuppoſition that 
fork proyers may be heard and anſwer d to 


their benefit and advantage. But prayers with- 


out ſuitable endeavours to relieve the diſtreſ - 


ſed, as we have opportunity and ability, would 
be only a vain mockery of heaven. When 


upon 
2 Deut. iii. 18, 
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upon our coaſts, they ought to be treated witH 
the utmoſt tenderneſs and humanity. And yet 
a ſhame it is to fay, and ſhocking to think, 
exerciſed upon theſe melancholy occafions, 
even in a cbriſtian country. How different 
was . the uſage which St. Paul, and others 
with him received at the hands of the inha- 
bitants of Melita, when ſhipwreck'd upon this 
iſland ! © The barbarous people (fo called for 
their language, not for their manners) ©* ſhew- 
ed them no little kindneſs. * O pity l that 
Heathens ſhould diſcover more generofity and 
worſhippers of Juno + ſhould have more hu- 
of Jeſus! Tell it not in Gath ! publiſh it not 
in the gates of ¶ teln ! leſt the daughters of 
the Philiſtines rejoice, and a reproach be 
brought upon the (briſtian name! — That 
holy and honourable name, by which we are 
called ; and in which we have reaſon to re- 
joice and glory ! 
Ads xxviii. 2. | 
+ There was a temple of this goddeſs in Melita. Vid. Fa 
Er. Maxim. lib. 1. cap. 1. 


THE END. 


At Home, Abroad, God is our Friend, 
Upon both Land and Sea ; 
His watchful Eye, his 


Doth guard us Night and Day. 


Through all the Seaſons of the Tear, 

His faving Love extends; 

In fulery Climes, and frozen Air, 
*Tis He our Health defends. 


In raging Storms, and roaring Seas, 
And Lightning's horrid Glare, 
Behind the Cloud he ſhews his Face, 

And hears our humble Prayer. 


Behold ! what Wonders of his Power, 
And various Skill Divine, 

Riſe to our View from Shore to Shore, 

On either Side the Line, 


Directing appear; 
Which Way fo &er our Courſe is bent, 
. 
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